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Rechartering Makes Alumni Proud
Exciting News Ahead for Kappa Chapter

H

ave you heard the news? The Kappa
Chapter of Chi Phi Fraternity was
rechartered September 22, 2012. This was
quite an accomplishment in itself, but more
so was how we accomplished this milestone.
There was no playbook to follow, yet we came
back faster and stronger than any Chi Phi
chapter has done historically. Consequently
Kappa Chapter is now National’s chapter to
follow on how to re-establish a fraternity.

The Kappa Chapter Chater

Kappa Chapter’s
Mission Statement

Kappa Chapter of Chi Phi
endeavors to create an
environment where young
men can learn and
live a connected and
respectable Greek lifestyle
as a student at the
University of Wisconsin.

In the beginning of this rechartering period
in 2007, we re-tooled an alumni association,
gathering local brothers to help on the board of
directors and assist in rechartering efforts. This
board requested that Chi Phi National place
Kappa Charter in temporary receivership and
evict current members/tenants from the house.
Soon after, the board received a capital note
from a bank in Madison and began making
repairs on the house so it would be ready when
new brothers were ready to move in, as well as paid off
debts. We worked out a lease with another fraternity
providing essential cash flow and turned the house over
to them in August 2007. The board hired a new public
relations and consulting firm in order to re-establish
communication with alumni.
During this time the board began planning a strategy
in preparation for future recruitment endeavors. In this
recruitment planning stage, alumni met with Madison
police, UW administration, IFC, Panhellenic and a
representative from Chi Phi National in order to comply
with rules and regulations and in hopes of gaining
support from other organizations. We were approved to
come back on campus. While replanning our recruitment
strategy we continued to repair and renovate the house.
Below is a list of repairs that were made:
• Rebuilt stairway first-floor landing
• Rebuilt chimney
• New boilers and mechanicals
• All new windows in bedrooms
• New women’s restroom
• General maintenance

While much work was completed, there was still more
to do. After assistance from the National office, the
board of directors took back full ownership of the
house and 14 colony members moved in August 2011.
National representatives and local alumni worked closely
with the colony, guiding them through the process of
re-establishing Chi Phi on campus. National evaluated
the colony’s work along the way and we achieved
accreditation with distinction twice. The active colony
did a spectacular and timely job to earn our charter
in record time. As you know, we rechartered last
September. Representatives from Chi Phi, including
Grand Alpha Jim Soderquiest, were present for the
ceremonious occasion. It was a proud day for all Chi
Phis. The Chapter is strong with more than 40 members.
If you haven’t been to the house you need to go and meet
these young men.
The Kappa Chapter is back on campus and better than
ever. We couldn’t have done it without the support from
the board and alumni near and far. Thank you for your
unwavering support.
Fraternally in the Bond,
Jim Trotter ’78
(262) 352-1716
ksjet@sbcglobal.net

Kappa Chapter of Chi Phi.
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Alumnus Served for more than 30 Years in Public Service
Charles Robb ’61 Developed Lifelong Friendships through Chi Phi

C

harles “Chuck” Robb ’61 has led a very public life. From
marrying Lynda Bird Johnson in the White House in 1967 to
serving as lieutenant governor, then governor of Virginia, two terms in
the United States Senate and a decade on active duty in the U.S. Marine
Corps, public service has been part of his life for more than 30 years.
Now, Chuck enjoys giving back through various
commissions and advisory boards and spending time
with his grandchildren. “They live near us and come
over frequently,” Chuck said. “Lynda and I love it
whenever they stop by to see us.”

White House in almost 100 years—one of his Kappa brothers was in the
wedding and several attended as guests.

But before he was a grandfather, a Marine, a senator,
and a governor, he was a member of Chi Phi Fraternity.
Chuck’s journey as a Chi Phi began at the Xi Chapter
at Cornell University. Chuck said that the Cornell Chi
Phi house was perched out over a beautiful gorge. When he transferred to
the University of Wisconsin at Madison on an NROTC Scholarship he said
he fit in immediately with the members at Kappa Chapter. “I developed a
number of lasting friendships with Kappa Chapter brothers,” he said. “I’ve
kept in touch with many over the years, mostly by exchanging Christmas
cards, now more than 50 years after graduation.”

Since retiring from the Senate, Chuck has served on a
number of advisory boards and commissions, including
co-chairing the President’s Commission on Weapons
of Mass Destruction and the failure of intelligence on
Iraqi, as well as the Iraq Study Group, a bipartisan panel appointed by
the U.S. Congress. He also served on the FBI Director’s Advisory Board,
the Secretary of State’s International Security Advisory Board and on the
President’s Foreign Intelligent Advisory Board. In 2001 he joined the
faculty at George Mason University as a Distinguished Professor of Law
and Public Policy.

In his senior year, Chuck was the Brigade Commander of all ROTC units
on campus and, after receiving his bachelors in business administration
degree at graduation, Chuck began active duty with the United States
Marines Corps, which included a tour as an infantry company commander
in Vietnam. At his 1967 wedding to President Lyndon B. Johnson’s
daughter in the White House—the only daughter to be married in the

Chuck believes that fraternity life helps young men discover who they are
and what they want to do in life. He says his fraternity experience gave
him many friendships that he still values to this day. Chuck and Lynda live
in McLean, Virginia. Chuck enjoys playing golf, traveling with family and
friends, and being a grandfather. E-mail Chuck at csr612@cox.net.

Chuck’s career in politics began as class president in high school and as a
member of the Student Senate at Wisconsin. But his first major political
office was in 1977 when he won the election for
lieutenant governor of Virginia, and four years later he
won election as Virginia’s 64th governor. After serving
as governor, he was elected to represent Virginia in the
United States Senate from 1989 to 2001.

Tha n k Y ou, L o y a l A l um n i

T

hank you to our loyal alumni who responded to the Chapter’s fall 2012
appeal by contributing $8,080 with 44 gifts. Your support makes a
difference in the future of Kappa Chapter as Chi Phi re-establishes itself at
the University of Wisconsin.
Scarlet and Blue Member
($500 and above)
*James Christenson ’39
Robert E. Westervelt ’50
Phillip A. Stafslien ’53
Ronald P. Siepmann ’54
*Bruno J. Mauer ’55
*Charles B. Kleinschmidt
’56
James A. Garvens ’58
Roger L. Grossel ’58
John G. Powles ’58
*John Boyce ’60
*Neil J. Burmeister ’60
Gerald E. Battist ’61

Jon T. Stoddard ’64
Robert F. Claus ’65
Warren J. King ’68
William A. Godar ’69
Ralph Layman ’77
*Glen Leggoe ’77
Thomas P. Madsen ’78
James E. Trotter ’78
John E. Gobis ’80
Theodore C. Meyer ’81
*David Porchetta ’81
John H. Underwood ’81
Mark R. Paschal ’84
Thomas J. Formolo ’86
Nicholas W. Stocking ’96

Contributors are listed below in graduation order. If an error has been made
in recording the amount of your gift, please contact Bill Kirchen ’77 at the
Alumni Association of Kappa of Chi Phi, P.O. Box 398, Cedarburg, WI
53012 or via e-mail at wkirchen@wi.rr.com. Thank you for your support!

Chakett Member
($250 to $499)
John H. Saemann ’38
*Kenneth A. Teumer ’49
*Adelbert Bertschy ’50
*James C. Huber ’50
*Stanley L. Loose ’50
Richard M. Moe ’51
John R. Pike ’53
John Eimerman ’54
Richard W. Mueller ’55
Paul D. Sims ’56
*William Wuerger ’56
*John W. Johnson ’57
*Wayne Arihood ’58

Walter O. Bredendick ’59
*William C. Parsons ’59
*Thomas E. Corth ’60
John Rickmeier ’60
*Kenneth P. Kinas ’61
*Dennis Niebuhr ’61
Thomas Q. Rowe ’60
James A. McMillin ’63
Peter Lillegren ’65
*Joseph P. Hildebrandt ’66
Dr. Bill Hoge ’66
Steven Wilmeth ’66
*Gerald L. Roth ’71
Kenneth Aldridge ’72
Harley H. Schoenfeldt ’76

*Skip Davis ’77
*Dr. Stephen T. Baker ’80
Michael J. Sund ’80
Mark Koenig ’81
James D. Wagner ’81
Lawrence G. Davis ’83
Michael P. Formella ’85
*David Wyatt ’86
*Michael Swenson ’88
Jeffrey G. Langenbach ’90
David Perlson ’93
Robert Goeckel ’99
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Is There Still Any Fun in Fundraising?
By Ace Danger, Staff Correspondent

I

tidied the six stacks of paper in
front of me one more time. I was
a week past deadline. The booze
had worn off two days ago, and my
adrenaline reserves were running
on empty. I had to finish this
article, and I had to do it now. How
could I make this confusing and
boring topic both interesting and
understandable, and finish it before
I got myself fired? It was time to
swallow my pride. I called “The
Oracle.” The phone rang twice, and
then, amazingly, he answered.

I put the phone down while Fish
continued his story, oblivious to my
disinterest. This was not going to
help me finish the article.

“Fish, this is Ace.”

“Ace, that article was due a week
ago. I’m reviewing several resumes
of possible replacements for you
right now.”

“Ace, the lowest card in the deck.
Why, aren’t you lower than the
smallest piece of whale—”
I interrupted. “Fish, I need some
help. It’s urgent. I’m writing an
article for the Meteor on the various
Chi Phi-related funds and accounts
to which donations can be made,
and I need some clarification.”
“Ace, you have come to the right
person. Let me start by reminding
you of a parable I wrote 10 long
years ago, called the Tale of the
Two Pilots. The story starts when a
group of fishermen gathers…”

Princeton Order Member
($100 to $249)
Dewey Bredeson
Noah Saemann ’37
Charles Christenson ’40
John A. Brady ’45
Charles Drewry ’45
James S. Andrews ’48
Jack Crow ’48
Phillip F. Clauder ’50
William Halvorson ’50
*James A. Sweitzer ’50
Arnold R. Bertelsen ’52
*Ross Peterson ’52
Thomas Beach ’54
Robert Linn ’55
W. Tad Murphy ’56
James Kobach ’57
Kurt Rossner ’57
*Robert B. Teska ’57
Richard Wangelin ’57
Ronald A. Bero ’58

I decided it was time to make the call
I was dreading. I picked up my cell
phone since Fish was still holding
court on the other line and dialed up
the Alumni Association president.
After he answered, I jumped right in:
“Russ, Ace Danger here. I need some
help trying to finish my article.”

“Russ, can you just help me finish
this without the condescension?”
That silenced him for a second. “I
just need information about each of
the funds to which Chi Phi alumni
can donate to.”
“Alright, Ace, get your pen ready.”
I did, and this is what I
discovered. There are five
different entities to which alumni,
family and friends to donate:

George Crownhart ’58
Roger B. James ’60
*William Kelley ’60
*Willard Buchta ’61
Gerald Kulcinski ’61
Charles Robb ’61
Michael W. Copps ’62
Lynn Pollnow ’62
*Gary L. Schulze ’62
*Thomas Smith ’62
John S. Clarke ’63
A. Severin Johnson ’63
*William Lautz ’63
Robert E. Slavik ’63
*Robert Zuelsdorf ’65
Bruce Bendinger ’66
Ralph Connit ’67
Donald L. Knutzen ’67
William Norris ’67
Dennis A. Schoville ’67
*Robert Conway ’68
Russell A. Ewig ’68

Red Triangle Foundation, Inc.
• Named after the founders of the
Kappa Chapter in Madison, prior
to having their charter proposal
accepted by Chi Phi National
• It is a 501(c)(3) corporation, so
contributions are tax deductible
• Raises money for educational
purposes dedicated solely to the
Kappa Chapter
• Funds are managed by a volunteer
board of trustees, so overhead is
virtually non-existent
Alumni Association of Kappa of
Chi Phi, Inc.
• Manages the property at 200
Langdon, where needs are constant
for the beautiful, 85-year-old house
• Funds annual gatherings for the
900+ alumni of Kappa Chapter
• Contributions are not tax
deductible
• Serves to mentor the active
Chapter, help recruiting efforts, and
provide a safe, sound, and attractive
home for current and future Chi Phis
Chi Phi Fund
• The National Fraternity’s annual
fund used to cover the gap between
what students’ dues cover and the
overall cost of running the national
fraternity, roughly 35%
• Used to run National and projects

Michael J. Cavill ’69
Jay Shirman ’69
*Lewis Turner ’70
Timothy Wipperman ’70
*Michael Crotty ’71
*Christopher Endres ’77
William Saemann ’77
Michael Kerns ’80
Russell M. Lein ’81
Todd Romance ’81
Raymond A. Warell ’81
Patrick Corrigan ’82
David Kurtz ’82
John D. Haesler ’83
Duncan C. MacNaughton ’84
Eric King ’85
Douglas Dolliff ’86
Mark A. Behrens ’87
Bradley Hammitt ’87
Joseph P. Lobo ’87
Greg M. Kastenholz ’88
*Jim Wegerbauer ’89

such as the Chi Phi Greek Life
Museum
• Uses unrestricted funds donated
to Chi Phi Educational Trust in
addition to donations made directly
to the Chi Phi Fund
Chi Phi Educational Trust
• Part of the Chi Phi National
fundraising effort
• Currently operating the Changing
Lives Campaign
• Contributions are tax deductible
• Manages each chapter’s Chapter
Excellence Fund, used to fund
scholarships and educational-related
expenses at the Chapter House
• Trying to raise $10 million overall
and establish a Chapter Excellence
Fund for each chapter with at least
$25,000
• Managed by a board of trustees
Kappa Chapter of Chi Phi
• The active Chapter at 200 Langdon
• Contributions are not tax deductible
After finishing my notes, I picked
up the receiver for my landline. Fish
was finishing a story on the history
of Schwanstucker racing. I listened
politely and made a few more
notes for a future article. When he
finished, I thanked him and hung
up the phone.

Christopher M. Unger ’91
Michael Moran ’61
Jess Langerman ’93
*Thomas Madland, M.D. ’63
Matthew Roethe ’93
Larry Skaff ’63
Harlan Mork ’94
John H. Mahoney ’65
Jack Morrone ’96
Edward Rogan ’65
Christopher W. Bauman ’97
Grant Beise ’66
Jay Warner ’97
*Richard R. Grant ’68
Jared Brunnabend ’99
Ronald G. Koppman ’71
Jason Fenske ’01
Brian J. Endres ’76
Luke P. Dixon ’03
Laszlo Kaveggia ’78
Wesley M. Ricchio ’84
Secret Order Member
Christopher B. Royse ’91
(Up to $99)
Eric Anderson ’98
Jean K. Hawks
Jason A. Kobylarz ’98
Benjamin F. Bennett ’41
Gerald Holton ’49
*Fall 2012 Donor
Harry W. Horning ’52
*Robert Jobin ’52
Harry C. Mussman, DVM ’52
*Clarence R. Muth ’52
Evert Wallenfeldt ’54
Roger Froehlich ’61

Chapter Eternal
W. Tad Murphy ’56 entered Chapter Eternal
February 17, 2012. He leaves behind his wife
of 53 years, Virginia; his son, Mark; daughters,
Maureen Barton and Marilee Brooks; and many
grandchildren. He was a devoted family man
and found much joy in his family. His legacy
will forever be felt by those who loved him. “He
had many fond memories of Chi Phi. We always
enjoyed the activities, and the pictures of the Chi
Phi house evoke fond memories,” Virginia said.
James A. Garvens ’58 entered Chapter Eternal
February 8, 2012. He is survived by Lorna, his
wife of 54 years; his children: Jim, Jon, Jay,
Grant, and Sandy; his daughters‑in-law: Angie,
Marlo, and Angela; and many grandchildren.
City Hall officials were surprised and saddened to
learn of Jim’s death. “It really makes you mindful
of how fragile in some ways life is,” Mayor Steve
Ponto said, “And how important it is to make the
most of each day. I think Jim did that. He was
really fully engaged to the end.” Jim had been
a city alderman since 1991. He was a retired
corporate executive who ran several businesses,
including a division within Johnson Controls.
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John Sandner ’70 entered Chapter Eternal at age
59 of ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis or Lou
Gehrig’s Disease) on January 20, 2007. He lived
with the disease for six years and still managed to
enjoy life. During that time he said, “I’m a lucky
man; my life is good because my friends from all
over the country show up to help me and entertain
me.” John is survived by many family and friends.

Undergraduates Organize Philanthropy Event, Hope to Raise $35,000
Actives Involved in Intramurals, Internships and Part-Time Jobs

ollowing the Kappa Chapter’s successful
chartering ceremony in September, the
brothers of Chi Phi have been hard at work.
The Chapter continues to grow, now at 42 men
with new members awaiting initiation. Relations
within the Greek community only get better
while brotherhood and academics remain strong.
There is a lot for our Chapter to be proud of, and
even more to look forward to in the semesters
to come.
While receiving a charter demonstrates the
quality of men our Chapter has, it simply
marks a checkpoint for our success. Through
effective recruitment practices and the hard
work of our New Member Education team,
nine new members were initiated in December.
As numbers increase, our presence on campus
becomes more apparent.
From philanthropy, brotherhood activities, and
chapter events, Chi Phi has made a name for
ourselves within the Greek community. For the
first time since recolonizing, we have advanced
to the final show of Humorology with Pi Beta

Websites

Phi Sorority. In addition to this, our philanthropy
committee has worked with the sponsoring
organization Ask.Listen.Save. for an annual
walk to raise awareness and provide funding for
suicide prevention. The committee hopes to raise
more than $35,000 at the event in April.
Aside from brotherhood events, the men of Chi
Phi have maintained a solid GPA just over 3.1.
In addition, many participate in intramurals
and have internships or part-time jobs. While
the brothers remain busy around campus, we
stay true to the values of Chi Phi. We remind
ourselves that we could not have made such
progress without the help of our generous
alumni. We thank you for your dedication and
invite you to stop by the Chapter House.
Fraternally,
Bradley Bartel ’15
President
bbartel@wisc.edu
(414) 587-1020

Alumni Chapter • www.kappachiphi.org

Members volunteer at the Taste of Madison event.

Welcome, New
Members

F

Robert Callan ’15
Dallas, Texas
Political Science
Alexander Tryon ’16
Fon du Lac, Wis.
Accounting
Spencer Baldwin ’16
Princeton, N.J.
Undecided

Undergraduate Chapter • www.uwchiphi.org

